A MONTESSORI PEACE CURRICULUM MADE SIMPLE

“A teacher, who-thinks that she could prepare herself for her mission thwough study
alone; would be mistaken. The first thing required of ateacher is that she be
rightly disposed for her task.”

Dr. Maria Montessori

INTRODUCTION

This curriculum gives Montessori teachers concrete activities to use for the continuing transformation of themselves,
their children, and their classrooms on the path of peace. It presents a year long (or lifelong) curriculum of peace
work using environmental activities, music, cultural activities from Native American tradition, storytelling, and
children’s books, along with extensions and resources.

“Withinthe child lies the fate of the futwre.”
Dr. Maria Montessori, The Secret of Childhood

TABLE OF CONTENTS

(all lessons are group presentations)

1 Black Elk’s Vision of Peace

4 The Peace Rose Ceremony
A workable and loving way for children in the Montessori classroom to become problem solvers and
peacemakers.

5 Building Bridges Out of the Walls
Children build a wall between them and then turn it into a bridge.

6 The Council of All Beings
A unique circle of children, each speaking for a different being on our planet, from rivers and pine trees, to sea
slugs and toucans.

8 Owen and Mzee
A true and inspiring story of the unlikely friendship between a baby hippopotamus and a giant tortoise, along with
an original song about them by Judy Feeney.

9 What To Do When Your Beloved Classroom Pet Dies
Gentle and peaceful ideas for handling this situation with love and respect.

11 All a Family Under One Sky
An integral part of this curriculum in which parents and their children share their cultural and spiritual beliefs. A
wonderful way to teach and promote understanding and tolerance.

12 Wonderful Necklace
A simple gesture from one child to another to promote classroom harmony.

14 The Serenity Corner
A peaceful space.

15 The Nothing Work
A calming moment.

16 How to Become an International Peace Site

17 Resources
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